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Gail and I joined JACNY shortly after 
taking delivery of our 2016 F-Type R, 
received in December, 2017. We had 
friends in the Morgan club, but wanted 
to find like-minded souls of the Jaguar 
marque.

This Jag was a bucket list thing for me, 
having cut my first teeth on a red ‘65 
MGB and all that went with it – the 
comradery of flashing headlights when 
spotting other on-coming British builds; 
feeling as though the top was down 
when it wasn’t, as I drove to college in 
the dead of winter (the heater was 
nothing to write home about) and 
learning how to make emergency 
repairs when the fuel pump stuck open, 
dumping gas on a trip during the 1973 
fuel crisis, (hoping to reach the one 
open gas station on Sunday in Erie, PA).
My mom insisted on seat belts and a 
roll bar, with the insight that goes with 
having a son go to college 10 miles 
from Nelson Ledges race track. 

My first real exposure to Jags was at 
Jaguar Cleveland and Group 44 at the 
Ledges in the early 70’s. I had been 
bitten by the British bug. Alas the MG 
suffered the fate of so many – 
unreliable Lucas electronics and fuel 

pumps, so that it passed into the veil 
due to the need to have a reliable car, 
and no garage space. For the next two 
decades, the cars were practical and 
mostly Japanese but at least the sedans 
had a manual gear box. And I avoided 
that Pinto my dad wanted me to buy. 
Gail grew up with a dad who owned a 
1966 MGB, 1974 Lotus JPS, and silver 
anniversary powder blue Corvette. 
“Occasionally” he let her take one, but 
when I met her in 1979 she had a brown 
74 Toyota Corolla. In 2004. 

The first mid-life crisis set in. Rather 
than follow in the footsteps of one of 
my brothers, who is on marriage #4, I 
bought car #12 of 1000, a limited 

edition Mini MC40 in honor of the 1964 
win by Mini at the Monte Carlo Rally by 
Patti Hopkirk. With 3 girls to put 
through college, I needed it to last at 
least 15 years, so it was always garaged 
in the winter, but driven well in the 
summer. It was a fun car…but…
The Jaguar F-type was released in 2013. 
Youtube had first looks, and tons of 
videos that featured the exhaust
note of the engine. Lust took on a new 
meaning. The convertible was nice, but 
to me the lines of the coupe were 
“Jaguar timeless” – but with new car 
technology and warranty. Gail had this 
thing about “reliability”, and was not 
particularly keen about wind blown hair. 
We tried out a 6 cylinder S AWD, but
couldn’t make the deal. In the fall of 
2015, (all the girls having finished 
college) I started to shop around,
looking for a slightly pre-owned one, as 
I prefer to let someone else take the 
initial depreciation, if possible. It took 2 
years to find the right match, and this 
one had the benefit of being the 8 
cylinder R.
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The F-Type settled into the garage 
next to the Mini
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The second mid-life crisis was solved, 
but with one hitch – I was “informed” 
there was no room for the Mini and it 
had to go. Heavy sigh. And to make 
matters worse, the Jag was wheeled 
right into the garage and stayed there 
until spring. At least I could crank the 
motor occasionally. Ultimately, I broke 
my cardinal rule of no possible salt on 
the road, on our first outing to Jim 
Taylor’s car barn with this club in March, 
2018. Jim asked who had driven their 
Jags that day, and chastised those who 
whimped out. We were officially part of 
the club. Gail and I enjoy that in JACNY 
there is room for all, the old and new – 
(cars and people). The slalom
competitions are a gas. Not quite like 
running at the Ledges or the Glen, but 
a load of fun for someone who wants to 
feel the wheels squeal, but not so much 
that the body might need repair.

And who knows, maybe I can soon have 
a 3rd mid-life crisis, one where I do not 
worry about “reliability” or “wind in the
hair”, and go back to SU carb balancing 
and real Lucas wiring. I am sure there is 
space in the garage. 

Nat Lyman, 2016 F Type R, license 
JAG-RRR

Top: During the 2018 
JACNY August 
Slalom, Nathan waits 
at the starting gate 
for the green light 
from John Duncan 

Bottom: Next to the 
F-type with a final 
best lap time of 
46.468
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